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Botetourt County and LUMOS Receive Universal Coverage Broadband Grant
Date: December 13, 2021 (Botetourt County, VA) – Botetourt County and LUMOS are pleased to
announce that they have received funding for universal broadband coverage for homes and
businesses from the Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) grant from the
Commonwealth of Virginia. Universal broadband coverage means that all residents and
businesses have access to reliable internet service with speeds that meet or exceed the
federal definition of 25/3 service. This grant will allow delivery of Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH)
broadband connectivity to 1,901 addresses in Botetourt County. LUMOS is also planning
additional expansion projects targeting universal fiber coverage in the area. Botetourt County
will receive $3,084.796 in VATI grant funding.

This VATI grant follows two previous successful projects and a Virginia Department of
Housing and Community Development (DHCD) funded CARES expansion project in Botetourt
County serving a total of approximately 1,500 addresses and culminates the County’s work to
deliver broadband connectivity to every residence and business. This initiative began in 2016
after a broadband demand study was completed, and the Botetourt Broadband Commission
was formed by the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors (BOS). The Botetourt Broadband
Commission goal is to advocate for the broadband expansion throughout the County to
better serve homes and businesses.
“Botetourt County is ecstatic that we have been awarded this generous grant from the
Commonwealth of Virginia,” says Chairman of the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors Dr.
Mac Scothorn. “The last 21 months has shown us that it is imperative that all residents and
businesses in Botetourt County have access to reliable internet service. This grant
opportunity will allow universal broadband coverage to become a reality for our Botetourt
residents and businesses. The Board of Supervisors is grateful to the Botetourt Broadband
Commission who spearheaded this initiative in our County along with our partners at Lumos.”
"I am so pleased to continue our partnership with Botetourt County via this generational

funding opportunity," said Lumos CEO Diego Anderson. "Consumers in Botetourt will have
access to ultra-high-speed fiber internet for working from home, virtual learning, ecommerce, and cloud computing. The benefit of this investment is a 100% fiber network that
will help this community thrive in this new evolving Gig economy for decades to come.”
“On behalf of the Botetourt County Broadband Commission, we are deeply appreciative the
Governor, through the DHCD, has seen the deep value our partnership with Lumos Networks
will provide the citizens of Botetourt County”, says Walter Grigg, member of the Botetourt
County Broadband Commission. “This investment in universal broadband coverage will not
only bring service to the un and underserved, but it will also provide the infrastructure
necessary for Botetourt County to be competitive in our ever-changing modern world. From
educational opportunities to economic development, to property values, to remote
healthcare, to advancing local agriculture; achieving universal broadband coverage is an
accomplishment paralleled only by rural electrification efforts in the mid-30s.
Grigg goes on to say, “We also appreciate gaining access is merely the first step in achieving
the full value of this new 'utility.' The efforts of our Broadband Commission are only
beginning. Once universal coverage has been achieved at the physical layer, the Broadband
Commission will be focused on awareness of access, affordability programs for those
qualifying, and partnering with experts to assure we are maximizing its utility. From
telemedicine to remote working, to advanced agriculture, to educational advantages for our
children; and beyond.”
The estimated total project cost for the VATI project will be approximately $7.9 million. The
$3,084,796 in VATI grant funding will be matched with approximately $4,824,937 from
Botetourt County and Lumos, of which $2,602,514 will be from Botetourt County recovery act
funds.
For more information about Botetourt County’s Broadband Strategy and to view a map of
service areas, click here or visit www.botetourtva.gov. Read the full Governor’s
announcement here.
###
About Botetourt County: Botetourt County (Pop. 33,494) is a 546 sq. mile community in Southwestern
Virginia. The rural community is in the southwestern portion of the state in the scenic Roanoke Valley
of Virginia. Strategically located on Interstate 81, and just 20 miles south of Interstate 64, Botetourt
County is accessible to the markets of the Mid-West, the Mid-Atlantic, and the entire Eastern
Seaboard. Botetourt County has a five-member elected Board of Supervisors which oversees most of
the county’s government-related operations. In addition, Botetourt County has a complete
administrative staff that works under the direction of a County Administrator who is hired by the Board
of Supervisors to run day-to-day operations.

About Lumos Networks: Lumos provides high-speed fiber internet, wall-to-wall Wi-Fi, voice, and
streaming TV services to residential and business customers in VA as well as in NC, where we’re
known as NorthState. But we are more than your average internet company. Our customers enjoy the
fastest fiber speeds available built on a network they can truly count on – all backed by local, expert
customer care teams. We know that fast, reliable internet is what you need to stay connected to the
things that matter. And your connection is our commitment. To learn more visit LumosFiber.com.

